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3 April 1966

¥ FOR: Chief, Executive Staff, 0/DDI

0BGI Comments on Army Study, "Operationsl Tests
and Training in the Seint Eliass and :
Mountains in Alasks’, dated 1h Merch 196

i. The Office of Basic and Geographic Intelligence has
exzmined the subject microfilm report and is of the opinion thet
it is e attempt to show an svalogy of the 8t. Elias and Wrangell
Mountaine in Alesks to terrain and elimatic charasteristies of
the Himalaysn sres. The comparison was apparently induced by s
suggustion of persomel of the Arctic Institute of Horth Americs
(AINA} to the Army that the Alasksn mountalns would provide &
proper training ground for U. 8. mountaln combat troops who might
be called ypon to operate in such an enviromment. The suthor was
glven 8 brief reconnaissance of the ares in the sumer of 1967
and gpparently agreed with the thesis put forward by the ATNA.

-~ The report 1s an sssembly of date broadenad to support not only
the soalogy te the Hlmalaysn ares, but 5o the whole Bwrasisn moun-
tainous srea. The author mppears to feel thet there il little
likelihood that the suggestion to use the Alaskan sree as o train-
ing gromnd for mountadn troops would be recelved favoradbly within
his normal chennels -- the Barth Sclence idvision, U. 8. Army
Batick Iaborstorias, Army Matériel Commend. He doesn't say 80,
but obviously thinks the Agency wey bave need for such a training
grownd. He implies this by suggesting that the DCI way profer that

the r@ort not be glven wide circulstion. He suggests that & note,

ommending either open publicgtion or £iling the report without
pmé.mma, would be appreciamted -- although he specifieally
requests the use of his home address.

2. There 1s no way of sssessing the wan's motivation. It
may be pursly pstrictic; 1t may be & cambination of a fesr that
the report will bs unpublished and & hope for an expression of in-
terest which would substitute for publication. Note that he prefevs
snonymity unless there i soma "productive action’. In this commec-
tion, hie statement of amployment history slso smman like 8 disguised
Job spplicetion.
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3. The Office of Basic mnd Geographic Intelligence does not
have & nead for the report at the present time. Howevaer, it is
possible thai the DIP uight be interested in the raport for use
in tralning agents to operate in Also, the
DDSRT could bave & potential int : conditions
of the area for sightings and instrurentation.

k. In the event that no interest is shown by the other Mrec-
torstes, the Agemcy Public Relations representative might drop a
note of thanks to the individual, stating thet a copy of the report
is being reviewed for any related interest end will be kept on £1le

in the Agency.
Risigned)
JAMES A. BRAIMMELL
JAMES A. BRAMMELYL,
Huaic and Geographic Intelligence
Attachments: 2

1. Copy of the Subject repors {th opi 1
2. Bet of microfilm negatives with original only

Distribution:

0&1 -- Addressee (w/original of incoming and above-listed attachments)
2 -- D/BGI (w/copy of incoming)
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